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Timeline: Violence marks 15-year furore over 
cartoons of Prophet Mohammad 


By Reuters Staff 4 MIN READ f y 


(Reuters) - The publication in Europe of cartoons depicting the Prophet Mohammad 
has been angering Muslims for at least 15 years, resulting in periodic protests and acts 


of deadly violence worldwide. 


Many Muslims regard any depiction of the Prophet as blasphemous and the 
caricatures as a grave insult to their religion. Some European governments, 
publications and citizens have invoked the right to free speech to defend the 


depictions of the Prophet over the years. 


Sept. 2005: Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten publishes 12 cartoon caricatures of the 
Prophet Mohammad, including one in which he seems to wear a bomb for a turban. 
They spark protests and official outrage across the Muslim world, which continues for 


months as dozens of newspapers outside Denmark republish the cartoons. 
Jan. 2006: Jyllands-Posten issues an apology. 


Feb. 2006: Attacks on Danish diplomatic missions in the Muslim world spread quickly. 
More than 50 people are killed as police try to quell protests in the Middle East, Africa 


and Asia. 


Feb. 2008: Police arrest two Tunisians and a Dane of Moroccan descent in Denmark 


for planning to kill cartoonist Kurt Westergaard. 


